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occasions all drink is forbidden in barracks and
that there was, therefore, no question of intoxication.
Besides, the men themselves were on their guard :
" Mind ! " you heard them say to each other, " if
you drink you won't be able to aim straight."
At two o'clock that morning our motor buses
departed, and in the first drab light of dawn we
dropped the first and fourth companies in the
trenches. These trenches form part of the fortifica-
tion works of Madrid and have been constructed in
all haste by the women and boys in their spare time
and by the workers who are too old to carry arms.
From a military point of view they are entirely
inadequate, and so narrow that the officers cannot
freely move up and down. They are without ledges
for resting the cartridges ; there is no means of
draining them in rainy weather, and, what is
worse, there are no dug-outs where the men can be
protected against cold and wind. They too are a
typical improvisation.

When the sun rose we found that at about three
hundred metres in advance of our line there was a
second row of our soldiers in the field. It was a
beautiful morning, almost summer weather. Shoot-
ing had ceased and we almost had the feeling of
spending a day in the country for the sake of our
health. I was feverishly studying Spanish from a